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“Jim and | are settling down and learning how
to manage. Jim is my al purpose hero by
building and repairing whatever we need
around here. Most important is that we are
finding our place in the community. The word
community in the U.S. often designates a
physical locale, but here it means a complex
structure of relationships and collective deci-
sion making. We are learning how things are
done and taking a role in participating. The
paramount chief visited today and invited us to
go to church nearby tomorrow which is under
atree in the village. We could go seven miles
further and worship in an Episcopal Church in
another village, but the chief made it clear that
he hoped we would be a part of the Atiaba tree
church. After he left, | wondered if the invita-
tion was more than just for church, but is an
invitation about belonging in alarger sense. So
it seems that the biggest challenges have also
been our dearest gains, and that has been to in-
creasingly relax and enjoy the people in this
community. We are making our way through
situations without the cultural clues that we
take for granted when we are at home in the
U.S., and it seemsto be working well for us.”
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